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HISTORY IN THE MAKING

The vintage appeal of reclaimed
boards gives floors real character

INSPIRATION FOR INTERIOR DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

Portuguese furniture design stands out from the crowd AUGUST 2010/ £4.99
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CENTURY ‘I
am hugely inspired by the work of Eva Zeisel. Most of her
T tableware is made from earthenware. This enables her to design many
co L L E c I o N expressive and beautiful shapes because the material is fired at
relatively low temperatures and is very stable during the firing process.

‘Eva is 103 years old and still working. She has been massively
influential so it is surprising how relatively unknown she is. I had the
honour of nominating her as an Honorary Royal Designer for Industry
in 2004 and, as a consequence, was able to visit her apartment in
Manhattan. While we were there, one of Eva’s manufacturing clients
handed her a sample jug that needed her approval. Eva has peripheral
vision so had to rely on touch to evaluate the sample. She held the jug in
her hands for a few minutes, before handing it back and saying: ‘It’s fine’
I found this very moving — it reminded me that sensuousness is at the
heart of all great designs.’

By: EvA ZEISEL Fan: ROBIN LEVIEN

Words JENNY BREWER
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